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the part of the personality to divert the impulse that gives rise to the anxiety.
Thus the anxiety may be relieved through forgetting (amnesia), through con-
version into a physical complaint or disturbed function, through projecting
blame on some outside person or force, through atonement, or through any
of many other means.
Anxiety resulting from an internal threat to personality function may or
may not be easily differentiated from the apprehension or fear of an external
threat in the form of danger. These may resemble each other closely and under
prolonged stress may be combined.
The development of the personality. The process of development of the
personality is subject to many variations caused by numerous potent factors.
The early relationship of the son to his father greatly influences his later ac-
ceptance of maturity. During childhood an important struggle takes place
in the process of orientation to authority. In the normal development of a
boy, competition with and unconscious resentment of parental control are
succeeded by the abandonment of these in favor of identification with his
parent. The son becomes his father's ally instead of his rival. When he can do so
he is able to accept the role of submission to the authority of his father.
The soldier developed a relationship and attitudes toward his commanding
officer which were patterned after those established previously toward his father.
A deviation from this ideal pattern is seen in the son who made no identification
with his father and so continued to resent him and his authority. In all subse-
quent situations where he has to be subservient to a father (authoritarian)
figure, he will have difficulty. This was frequently the reason for the maladjust-
ment of a soldier to his leader. The man who defied authority, even as an
eccentric daredevil, was a liability, especially in combat. The rash, death-flirting
individual was more than likely to threaten the security of his associates unless
he was carrying out a solo act.
Relationships between brothers and sisters establish unrecognized patterns
of reaction which continue into maturity. Both the positive feeling of affection
and the negative one of hostility operate in fraternal contacts, in both children
and adults. Attitudes toward friends and associates are influenced by these
same patterns. A friend may unconsciously represent a particular sibling
(brother or sister), and reactions toward that friend are predetermined by
previous relations to that sibling. Since at times brothers and sisters are the
real or suspected cause of each others' deprivation, there are times when
siblings hate each other regardless of how much they may also love each
other. Beloved persons can provoke hatred under certain conditions* They
can also have hatred "projected" upon them, i.e., they may be the recipient of
hate "displaced" from someone else or carried over from a previous situation.
Army life was conducive to the formation of brotherlike ties between men.